India's inspiring former president
A. P. J. Abdul Kalam (1931 Kalam ( -2015 was the first great scientist to become president of India (see Nature India go.nature.com/ x8rltb). He died on 27 July while delivering a lecture on 'The liveable planet' to students at the Indian Institute of Management in Shillong.
Dubbed the 'missile man' because of his pioneering years as head of India's missile programme, he was a big supporter of fundamental and applied science in the country. He was a favourite among students, igniting the minds of primary-school children and PhD students alike about science through his passion and approachability, patience and simplicity. There have been 32 systematic reviews examining the literature to determine which teaching methods work and why, and how they could be made more effective -including three highly cited BEME reviews (S. A. Azer Acad. Med. 90, 1147 Med. 90, -1161 2015 
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